
Jonathan Elliott Sr. 

BIRTH 30 SEPT 1730 • Sutton, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA 

DEATH 31 OCT 1813 • Sutton, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA 

7th great-grandfather to Laura Scherf 

Revolutionary War Patriot  

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Ancestor # A037511 

• Service Source:  MA SOLS & SAILS, VOL 5, P 323 

• Service Description:  1) COL EBENEZER LARNED, MINUTEMAN IN LEXINGTON ALARM 

 

• 1775 – Jonathan Elliott Sr. 45 years old, served in Col. Ebenezer Learned regiment, under Captain 

John Putnam of Sutton, MA, Minuteman in Lexington Alarm, on April 19, 1775, fought in and/or 

responded to the first battle of the American Revolution, The Battle of Lexington and Concord, total 15 

days of service, was one of over 15,000 soldiers surrounding the city of Boston after the battle 

 

o Capt. John Putman was the captain of the Sutton, MA militia company, which means that 

Jonathan Elliott Sr. trained with Capt. Putnam prior to April 19, 1775 in preparation for war with 

Britain. 

o Dr. Joseph Warren urged every town in Massachusetts to train a militia company of men who 

were willing to take up arms against the British if needed. 

 

o The Battle of Lexington and Concord 

Facing the threat of rebellion, British General Thomas Gage hoped to prevent violence by ordering the 
seizure of weapons and powder being stored in Concord, Massachusetts, twenty miles northwest of 
Boston. Departing Boston late in the evening on April 18, 1775, the King’s troops marched into the 
small town of Lexington at around 5:00 AM the next morning. Waiting to greet them was a small 
company of militia commanded by Captain John Parker. 

A shot rang out – historians still debate who pulled the trigger. Nervous British soldiers then fired a 
volley, killing seven militiamen and mortally wounding another. Parker’s men fled, while the British 
soldiers moved on towards Concord, arriving around 8:00 AM. 

By the time the British arrived at the North Bridge, a force of almost 400 colonial militiamen from 
Concord and the surrounding area had gathered on the high ground across the river. The Minute Men 
formed up and advanced on the British, who responded by retreating back across the bridge and taking 
up a defensive position. When the British troops opened fire, the Minute Men responded with a volley of 
their own, killing three British soldiers and wounding nine others. The British troops fell back to the 
town. 

The British, realizing their vulnerability, decided to return to Boston. Their retreat turned into a rout, 
however, as thousands of militiamen attacked the British column from all sides. Shooting from behind 
trees, rocks, and buildings, the Patriots inflicted heavy casualties on the retreating Redcoats. 

By the time the fighting stopped, the British had lost 73 men killed and many more wounded, compared 
to the Patriots’ loss of 49 men killed. 
       -from www.battlefields.org 
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